Russian Academy of Sciences
Russian Academy of Sciences Library

THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
LIBRARY

Episodes of Biography

Edited by Valerii P. Leonov

Saint Petersburg, 2014



The Academy of sciences library: episodes of biography / compiled
and edited by Valerii P. Leonov. Saint Petersburg: The Russian academy
of sciences library, 2014. 176 p.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-5-336-001-66-2 (hardcover)

ISBN 978-5-336-001-66-2  © Contributors, 2014
© Valerii P. Leonov, editor, 2014
© Russian Academy of Sciences Library, 2014
© Alfaret Publishing House, 2014



To the 300th Anniversary of
the Russian Academy of Sciences Library



Contents

PRETFACE ... e et 7
PART ONE. From the Biography of the Library........................ 9
Valerii P. Leonov. Die Bibliothek Peters des Grossen

N Sankt Petersburg........ocoooiiiiiiiiiicee e 9

Valerii P. Leonov. Die Bibliothek: der Beginn einer Biografie ........ 29

Carolyn H. Sung, Valerii P. Leonov, and Peter Waters.
Fire Recovery at the Library of the Academy of Sciences

OF the USSR ..ot 45
Peter Waters. Phased Preservation: A Philosophical Concept
and Practical Approach to Preservation ..........cccceeveeeeeeeieenieennnenne, 66

Valerii P. Leonov, Irina M. Belyaeva, and Julia P. Nyuksha.
Fire Recovery and Preservation of Collections

at the Russian Academy of Sciences Library ........c..ccccoeeervereeniennene. 82
Jane Slate Siena. Preserving the Collective Memory:

a Conversation with Valerii Leonov.........ccccocoeeveeninnienienieeeen. 107
Valerii P. Leonov. La Part de I’Eau, la Part du Feu....................... 113
PART TWO. The Russian Academy of Sciences Library

as Viewed by Colleagues and Friends ...................cccocoeeennnn. 117
Peter Waters. Foreword to The Library Syndrome......................... 117
Vladimir A. Filov. On the Origin of the Library Syndrome .......... 121

Hans-Peter Geh. Review of Valerii Leonov, The Library
Syndrome (Miinchen: K. G. Saur, 1999)......ccccoiiiiiiniiiiiiniene 133

Miguel Angel Corzo. It’s Difficult to Be a Leader:
Some Thoughts upon Reading The Library Syndrome................... 136



6 Contents

Kathleen Ladizesky. Review of Valerii Leonov,
Libraries in Russia: History of the Library of the Academy
of Sciences from Peter the Great to the Present

(Miinchen: K. G. Saur, 2005) .....cccccvverieriieiieiienieenieerieeieeeeeveeeens 141
Randy Silverman. Biblioteka Akademii Nauk Fire:

TWENLY YEArS ON ..coueiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ittt 144
Rassel Coup. Stranger than Fiction? A Russian Library Saga ....... 151
[erbp Benuukor. 300 roquan bubamoreka

Ha PyckaTa akaIeMUsl Ha HAYKHTEC.....cc..cerueenreenreenueenieenieeneenseeneennes 156
AFTERWORD .......ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeee e 160
Selected Works on the History

of the Academy of Sciences Library..........cccoevveveevvenienveneenneennen, 164
INdeX Of NAMES...cueeiieiieiieiieiee e 168

CONTTIDULOTS «..e ettt e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeas 173



PREFACE

“I would know whence thou art sprung,
I would study thy dark tongue...”.

Alexander Pushkin.
Verses Written During a Sleepless Night

Dear Reader!

In November 2014 Russia’s first national, academic, and public
library, founded by Peter the Great, will celebrate its 300th anniversary.
It is not an exaggeration to say that it is a great event! Among numerous
publications dedicated to the 300th jubilee of the Russian Academy of
Sciences Library (BAN) was a monograph, “Library of the Academy
of Sciences: An Essay in Biography.”' That volume attempted a new
reading of BAN’s life story. As Russia’s first academic library, BAN
embodied the dreams inscribed by the hand of Peter the Great. Its bi-
ography has been captured in the buildings, library collections, readers,
and librarians who have worked throughout these centuries and who are
working now. Together, these elements created the library and shaped
its image. Not only do they reveal the library’s soul, but if we conceive
of the library as a living organism they illuminate its behavior. Using a
biographical approach, I tried to highlight the turning points (“critical
moments”) of BAN’s childhood, adolescence, adulthood, and periods
of special difficulty and struggle.

Russian science evolved in approximately the same way: a bright
beginning, rapid and dazzling development like a blinding flash, followed
by disappointment and an equally rapid decline. The Russian Academy
of Sciences Library became a mirror and a reflection of the implications
of this pattern. Those who were connected to the Library could not help

"'Valerii Leonov, Biblioteka Akademii nauk: opyt biografii (Moscow: Nauka,
2013): 199 p.
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but react to the authorities’ blows — they became concerned, they were
alarmed, and they suffered. However BAN overcame these difficulties
and continued to live by its own rules. In the public perception of the
20th century it retained its reputation as being a stubborn library. But in
this very stubbornness lies BAN’s peculiar and attractive charm.

This volume differs in content from the monograph mentioned above
and from many other publications. It includes articles, conference pa-
pers, prefaces, interviews, reviews, and letters written by authors from
the USA, Germany, France, Australia, Bulgaria, and, as well as from
Russia. All of them have appeared previously in different publications.
Gathered together here, they not only convey the significance of the cur-
rent moment, they also capture the image of the Library of the Academy
of Sciences at an important, nodal point in its life, when the situation
described both reflects the experiences of the past and allows us to
predict the future.

The collection is structured according to the task articulated in the
subtitle. The first articles present the backdrop against which the Li-
brary’s biography began. The items that follow, organized chronologi-
cally, depict periods of tension and the Library’s struggle after the 1988
fire, which threatened BAN with the loss of its individuality. Written
in collaboration with conservation and restoration professionals at the
Library of Congress, the Getty Conservation Institute (USA), and other
institutions, these articles contain a wealth of factual material that is of
exceptional value to us today.

Of course, the articles included here do not provide a full under-
standing of the Library of the Russian Academy of Sciences or the
authors who have written about it. [ believe that there will be new ap-
proaches to the discovery of its potentiality. For that, we must turn to
the experience of other, equally distinguished libraries, which would
look at BAN and at their own institutions through different eyes. In the
words of Karl Marx (1818—1883), humanity was born “without a mirror
in its hands™ and thus will always be in search of itself.

Valerii Leonov

2 Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Sochinenia: V 30 t. 2-¢ izd. T. 23 (Moscow, 1960),
p. 62.



IIpeaucioBue

VBaxkaemsrii untarens! B HosiOpe 2014 r. nepBast rocyqapcTBeHHas,
akazemMuueckas 1 myonnunas oubnuorexa Poccun ormeuaer 300-1etue
co BpemeHHu ocHoBaHus ee Ilerpom Benukum. bes npeysenuuenust —
9TO 3HaMeHaTebHoe coObITHe! Cpear MHOTOYMCIICHHBIX ITyOIUKani
k 300-neruto bubnmorexkun Poccuiickoit Axanemun Hayk (BAH)
BbIIIa B cBeT MoHorpadus «bubmuoreka AKaJeMHUU HayK: OIIBIT
ouorpadumn»'.

B neii cnenana nomsiTka HOBOTO npouteHus ku3Hu bAH. bynyun
NepBoi HayuHOU OuOIMOTeKO# Poccuu, oHa BOILIIOTHIIA B C€0€ MEUTHI,
HayepTanHbele pykod [lerpa Bemukoro. Ee Ouorpadus 3amedariena
B 31aHUsIX, (OHJAX, YUTATessX, OMOMUOTEKapsx, pabOTaBIIUX U
paboratomux B Hedl. OHM coTBOpwIIM ee, OHM chopMHpOBaIH ce
o0pa3. Yepe3 HUX MPOSBISETCS HE TOJILKO Iyma bubiamoreku, HO M
oObsicHsIeTCsl ee moBeaeHUe. Mcnonb3ys Ouorpaduueckuii MeTon, st
MOTIBITAJICS BBIJCITUTH TIOBOPOTHBIE COOBITHS (CKPUTUYECKHE TOUKNY)
ee JeTCTBa, IOHOCTH, B3POCJICHUS, MEPUOABI OCOOOW CIOXKHOCTU M
0OpBOBI.

[Ipubnu3uTenabHO MO TaKoi ke cxeMe pa3BUBaJIach U 0T€UE€CTBEHHA
HayKa: IPeKpacHoe Hauao, 0ypHOe 1 OJIMCTaTeIbHOE Pa3BUTHE, [TOX0KEE
Ha 0CJICTTUTEIBHYIO BCITBILIKY, C [TOCIIETYIOLIMM Pa304apOBaHHEM U CTOJIb
e CTPEMUTENIBHOE NaiecHue BHU3. bubnnoreka AkajeMun HayK crana
3epKaJIOM U OTPa’KCHUEM CMBICIIOB ATOM cXxeMbl. Te, KTo ObLI BMeCTe
C Hel, He MOTJIM He pearupoBaTh Ha yaapbl BIacTed — OECIIOKOMIIHCH,
BOJIHOBAJINCH, cTpanainu. Oxnako BAH mpeononesana aTu TpyaHOCTH
W TIPOJOJDKAa JKUTh IO CBOMM OCOOBIM MpaBuiiaM. B o0mecTBeHHOM
co3HaHuu XX CTOJETHsI OHAa OCTAHETCS C pelyTauuedl CTPONTHBOM
OubmMoTekn. B 3TOM CTPONTHBOCTH 3aKIIOYAETCsl CBOeOOpasHoe M
MpUTATaTe’abHOE ee 00asHue.

! Jleonoe B. I1. bubnuoreka AkaaemMuu Hayk: onbiT Ouorpaduu. M.: Hayka, 2013.
199 c.



Hacrosmmii cOOpHHK MO COAEPIKAHUIO OTINYACTCS OT YIIOMSIHYTOH
MOHOTpa(UU U MHOTUX IyOIHKauid. ITO — COOpaHHbIE BMECTE CTaThU,
JOKJIaJIbl, IPEANCIIOBHSI, MHTEPBBIO, PELCH3UH U MUChMa 3apyOeKHBIX
U OTEUECTBEHHBIX aBTOPOB, KOTOPHIC MEYATAINCh B HHOCTPAHHBIX
n3ganusx. OHM  JAIOT BO3MOXKHOCTH HE TOJNBKO MOYYBCTBOBATH
MTHOBEHHE, HO U 3amedarieTb oOnuk bubnnorekn AxageMuu HayK B
Ba)KHBIH, y3JI0BOH MOMEHT €€ >KU3HH, KOTZa ONUCHIBaeMasi CUTyalus
OTpaXkaeT MEePeKUTOE U MO3BOJISIET MPEABUIACTH Oyayliee.

Crpykrypa cOOpHHKa MOJYMHEHA 3aja4e, cHopMyTHpOBAHHON B
noazarojioBke. [lepBrie cTaThy mpeAcTaBIsIOT cO00i (OH, Ha KOTOPOM
HaunHanack Ouorpadus bubmmoreku. [locnenyromnue myOIuKaIu B
XPOHOJIOTHYECKOM TOPSIJIKE PUCYIOT EPHO/IbI HAPSHKEHHOCTH U 0OPHOBI
nocre noxapa 1988 ., koropsie yrpoxann bAH notepeit uHIMBHAYaTEHOCTH.
Hanmcannble B coaBTopcTBe ¢ NpodeccHoHanaMu 1Mo KOHCEPBAMH U
pecraBpaun ponnoB bubnnorekn koHrpecca, MHCTUTYTa KOHCEpBaIK
um. [1. T'ertu (CILIA) n apyrux yupexIeHHH, OHU COepKaT OoraThlid
¢daxTorpaduyeckuii MaTepual, MPEACTABISIONIMNA HCKIIOYUTEIBHYIO
LEHHOCTh U B HAILIU JTHU.

KoHeuHO, OMHHMX TONBKO MPHUBEICHHBIX B COOpHHKE TEKCTOB IS
MOHWMaHusi bubIMoTeKn 1 aBTOPOB, MUUIYIIUX O HEH, He MOXKET OBITh
nocraroyno. [lomaraio, 4To MOSBATCSI HOBBIE MOAXOABI K PACKPBITHIO
ee MOTEHIIMAJIbHOCTH. A JUIS 3TOTO HAa/I0 OOPAaTUTHCS K OMBITY JPYTHX,
HEe MEeHee BBIAroNmxcs, Onbianorek, koropsie yBunenu Oet 1 BAH, n
cebst apyrumu razamu. [oBopst cnoBamu Kapna Mapkea (1818-1883),
YeJIOBEYECTBO POIUIOCH «0e3 3epkaia B pyKax»® M MOITOMY Bcernaa
OyJIeT ero UCKarb.

2 Mapxe K., Dneenvc @. Cou.: B 30 . 2-¢ u3n. T. 23. M., 1960. C. 62. Tpum.
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